
“The true meaning of Christmas” 
has been declared as many 
different things:  “Toys!” (by kids & 
some adults!), “Generosity” (By many good hearted 
souls), “A bad reason to pick a man’s pocket every 

25th of December” (Ebeneezer Scrooge).  Even among Christians, themes like “Family,” 
“Helping others” & “Brightening up the cold, dark winter,” rise to our lips. 

But really, it is all about the birth of a baby.  Not just any baby, or the general miracle of life 
(which is incredibly amazing and joyous, BTW).  It’s about Jesus of Nazareth.  He’s the child 
of low income parents, from a nothing town, born in a barn, not a palace, yet he is also the 
Messiah, the only begotten Son of God: Immanuel, God with us, Wonderful Counselor, 
everlasting Father, Prince of Peace, mighty God! 

God confounds the wise and rejects all the religious expectations.  

On the one hand here is God exactly like us: human in form and nature: head and 
shoulders, knees and toes.  Crying, wearing nappies, eventually learning to crawl, walk and 
talk.  “Wait,” say the scholars and priests and philosophers, “God is 
immortal, invisible, omnipotent and sovereign.  God is too infinite to fit 
into a human’s frame, never mind a baby’s!” 

On the other hand, here is God exactly unlike us: Full of Grace 
instead of condemnation; seeking to serve rather than being served. 
Welcoming the people we reject, forgiving the sins we won’t, loving us and our enemies. We 
might say, “No human could be this good. No God could be this kind!” 

Pay attention to the Christmas Story: how God shows favour to all kinds of people, the 
lowest shepherd, the aged priest, the royal wise men, the elderly widow.  This is our God!  
If we have seen Jesus, we have seen the Father.  Everything that was misunderstood by self 
serving religiosity is made clear by God’s perfect self revelation. 

“Peace on Earth, and good will to all people, on whom His favour rests.” 

This month we have prepared for you and yours, a feast of Christmas hope, peace, joy and 
love.  Renew your hope in His faithfulness, relax in His peace.  Rejoice in His goodness, and 
be satisfied in His Love.  May your family join with the whole family of God as we help each 
other and the world to find light and warmth in this dark world. 

God bless us, everyone! 

 

Brian  



Advent/Christmas Services 

Sunday, Dec. 14  

Advent III 10am 
Free Christmas Concert 2:30pm 

Wednesday, Dec. 17  

God is with Us (Emmanuel) 
Hearing Him at Christmas 7pm 

Sunday, Dec. 21  

Advent IV 10am 

Wednesday, Dec. 24  

Family Christmas 4pm 
Candlelight Communion 11pm 

In the New Year 
Saturday Jan 10 Stay free 

March 27-28 Set free 
 

We thank you for your ongoing support of our St. Paul’s ministry with 

your regular gifts (donations)! 

Your “special Christmas offering” will assist us with our finances so we can continue to:  
Love God!  Love People! Make Disciples!   If you are receiving this letter by email, please 
consider one of the following ways for your special Christmas Offering: 

➢ Bring your envelope Sunday morning “marked special Christmas offering” 
➢ We will have a few “Special Christmas Offering” envelopes at the back of the 

Sanctuary 
➢ eTransfer to treasurer@spuca.ca or treasurer@stpaulsunitedchurch.ca (message: 

Special Christmas offering) 
➢ Drop off your envelope at the Office Tuesday or Thursday morning 9-12 
➢ Mail to St. Paul’s United Church, 5 Queen St. N. Aylmer ON  N5H 2W4 

 
Your 2026 weekly envelopes are available for those that use them.  Please remember you 
are always welcome to sign up for Pre-authorized Payment (PAR) or use eTransfer!  

As always, if you have any questions about your offering, please contact me, Heather 
Johnson at treasurer@stpaulsunitedchurch.ca  
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